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New Organization Dares to Teach People How to be SMART on Social Media

Social Media Application Responsibility Training or “S.M.A.R.T” is a new nonprofit that exists to educate 
our youth on the dangers of using social media and how to use is effectively while being responsible.

LOCATION-DATE—The Internet is ubiquitous and there is no way to avoid using it and maintain a modern 
lifestyle. It is how people gain access to jobs, funds, and news. It is also, unfortunately, much like an ocean 
where sharks swim below the surface. The founder of SMART believes that it is important to educate our 
youth on how to use the Internet in order to protect themselves from predators, scams, and even scrutiny. 
“I kind of think of us as the D.A.R.E. for this generation,” says Janelle Bownes. “Today teens are online all day 
long with their smartphones and they get the positive attributes of social media but seem truly unaware of 
its dangers.”

Social media has more people engaged in online activities that ever before, allowing connection and access 
to friends, family members, and even strangers. People are able to share their creativity and information 
with others quickly and efficient. The negative side to this is that people can also use it to spread misinfor-
mation, stalk people, steal identities, and misrepresent an individual’s entirety by rapidly delivering 140 
characters of condensed thought. “What we’re trying to do is educate our youth about the positive and 
negative of social media,” says Janelle Bownes. “They should know that what they post has the potential to 
exclude them from educational or economic opportunities, or how their information exposure opens them 
up to ‘catfishing’, harassment, or even criminal charges.”

Janelle wants to stress that social media is mostly a wonderful technological revolution but that with any 
great achievement there are some drawbacks. SMART goes into the schools, community centers, and pro-
fessional settings to deliver training on how to navigate social media effectively while being responsible.  The 
organization also has resources for parents. “Parents also need to understand what their kids are doing with 
their phone and online,” says Janelle Bownes. “We explain to them that if their teen sends or collects nudes 
from their friends they can be prosecuted.”

For more information, visit: www.smartiam.org
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Help us reach our goal by donating or sharing us on your social media plat-
form. Our S.M.A.R.T team is always looking for new ways to help youth of 

all demographics, to assure our message can reach all youth.

By clicking on the images below it can take you to our S.M.A.R.T team!
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SUBSCRIBE FOLLOW US LIKE US
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Janelle Bownes
Shelly Hollis
www.smartiam.org

While our goal is to provide services and educate youth in all communities about the growing and sometimes dan-
gerous social media environment , we still need some assistance in our endeavors. The excitement alone provides 
our team with gratification but doesn’t help us reach our priority of educating the youth. We need your assistance in 
providing educational resources, and prizes for our S.M.A.R.T participants. We also need staffing, which allows us 
to develop our team and reach youth that don’t attend schools that have the funding to in-cooperate S.M.A.R.T. into 
their curriculum. As a newly formed non-profit, we seek community support from local business, and cooperations 
in order to provide funding for this program. 

Your donation will assist S.M.A.R.T by helping us be able to send college students and members of our S.M.A.R.T 
team to communities with youth that don’t have the resources for S.M.A.R.T. If your company is able to help with this 
valuable community project, You will be a partner in our solution to helping teens stay safe from growing dangers on 
social media. Furthermore, you will show your support to S.M.A.R.T’s mission and goals, as well as joining us in the 
commitment to helping teens become safe in a growing digital world. 

In closing, please do not hesitate to contact us at 209-351-4840 with any questions regarding this request, or if there 
are any other sponsorship opportunities you would like to discuss. We appreciate your time, and hope to hear from 
you soon.

With hope of your partnership,

Team S.M.A.R.T
Smartiam.org@gmail.com
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